
WHAT?
A webinar on “Vulnerability in Climate Mental Health”
The webinar will address the topics at the critical conjuncture on climate change, mental health, and social equity through an intersectional lens (Co et al., 2013). Moving beyond general frameworks, the webinar will detail the issue on how intersecting identities (such as minority, immigration status and socioeconomic position) increase the vulnerability to climate-related psychological distress. Furthermore, it will explore how intersectoral public health strategies can foster resilience and promote equitable access to health care and resources in disadvantaged societies.

WHY?
To take action within the Global Public Health Week (GPHW) by the World Federation of Public Health Associations’ (WFPHA), and to collaborate with “Climate Change Impacts on Mental Health (EU COST CliMent Action). GPHW (https://www.wfpha.org/global-public-health-week/) is an annual global advocacy initiative, mobilizing public health actors worldwide to advance equity, strengthen systems, and champion public health as a global public good. Under this year’s theme, “Peace for Health, Health for Peace”, the sub-theme “One Planet, One Health, One Peace” highlights the critical interconnections between environmental health, climate change, and equitable access to resources. On the other hand, harnessing the wisdom of the large consortium of experts within the COST CliMent Action (https://cost-climent.eu/), the webinar will aim to provide state-of-the-art on presented topics.

WHERE?
The webinar will be held online. The link for the event as available as follows:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/313806533473993?p=oNQM681kF7xInbVF4E

WHO?
Chairs: Gizem Öztürk & Mert Nedim Mercan 
Presenters: Tentative Agenda is presented below
	09.30 - 10.00
	 Arrival (collection times from reception 09:30, 09:40 and 09:50)

	10.00 - 10.10
	Welcome and Introduction / Introducing the speakers
· Gizem Öztürk & Mert Nedim Mercan

	10.10 - 10.30
	Mental health impacts of climate change on vulnerable populations
· Seda Tuğba Baykara Mat, RN, PhD

	10.30 - 10.50
	Public health strategies designed to reduce climate-related mental health inequities and foster resilience
· Chiara Cadeddu, MD, PhD

	10.50 - 10.55
	Q&A

	10.55 - 11.00
	Thank-you and closing
· Gizem Öztürk & Mert Nedim Mercan



Vulnerability in Climate-Related Mental Health and Well-Being, and Public Health Strategies to Foster Resilience from an Intersectional Perspective
This webinar addresses the critical overlap of climate change, mental health, and social equity through an intersectional lens (Co et al., 2013). Moving beyond general frameworks, the webinar will detail the issue on how intersecting identities, such as minority, immigration status and socioeconomic position, increase the vulnerability to climate-related psychological distress. Furthermore, it explores how intersectoral public health strategies can foster resilience and promote equitable access to health care and resources in disadvantaged societies. 
The first part examines the mental health impacts of climate change on vulnerable populations (Grover, Verduzco-Gutierrez, & Annaswamy, 2026; Stone, Blinn,  Spencer, 2022). Evidence indicates that climate-related disasters, environmental degradation, displacement, and climate uncertainty disproportionately affect marginalized groups, including women, migrants, children, and socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (International Organization for Migration, 2024; Romanello et al., 2024). Structural inequalities, such as poverty, discrimination, limited access to health services, and reduced social protection, interact with environmental exposure to produce compounded vulnerability and increased psychological distress. By applying an intersectional framework, this section demonstrates how overlapping risk factors intensify both exposure to climate hazards and the barriers to accessing mental health care and supportive resources.
The second part focuses on public health strategies designed to reduce these inequities. Discussion will center on how intersectoral collaboration across health systems, social services, and community organizations can strengthen mental health promotion. Particular emphasis will be placed on community-centered, equity-informed interventions that address the structural determinants of vulnerability  (Versey, 2021).
By highlighting an intersectional approach, this webinar aims to guide practitioners, researchers and policymakers in developing more inclusive evidence-based mental health responses. 
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